The Commercial Court and London Circuit Commercial Court Pro
Bono Scheme (“LCCC”)

There is a scheme available to provide assistance and representation free of charge to litigants
in person for hearings and trials of up to one week in the Commercial Court and the London
Circuit Commercial Court.

If you are unable to afford legal representation and wish to seek free assistance, please follow
the following steps:

Step 1- Contact Advocate: Advocate is the legal advice charity that operates the scheme. You
can email them to ask for help at commercialscheme@weareadvocate.org.uk or write to them
at Commercial Scheme, Advocate, International Dispute Resolution Centre, 1 Paternoster Lane,
St Paul's, London, EC4M 7BQ. You should do so as soon as possible, as it can take up to 4 weeks
to place your case and there is no guarantee that the Court will adjourn any hearing dates to
enable you to seek assistance.

Step 2 - Send papers: When you make contact, Advocate will ask you to fill in an application
form about the assistance you need (e.g. just advice, or representation at the hearing) and ask
for a copy of the bundle for the hearing/trial (if one is available) and any other relevant papers.
You should also provide details of any listed hearings/trial.

Step 3 - Means Testing: The scheme is designed for those who have no existing legal
representation and are unable to afford to pay for legal representation. Advocate will carry out
an affordability test (“means testing”) to identify whether you are eligible for the scheme and will
ask you to provide evidence of your finances. If Advocate request such evidence, you should
provide it as soon as possible.

Step 3 - Allocating a legal representative: Advocate will try to find a barrister who is willing to
represent you at the hearing, but there is no guarantee that it will be able to do so. If the case
would benefit from support by solicitors, Advocate will make contact with Pro Bono Connect to
see if support from solicitors is available for your case. If legal assistance is found, Advocate will
provide the barrister and/or solicitors with the papers that you have provided to them.

Step 4 - Extent of assistance:

e Under the scheme, assistance will be provided with the hearing/trial (of up to one week) for
which the barrister and solicitors have been appointed.

e This can involve the barrister making the arguments for you at the hearing, if you want and if
they agree.

e |fyou need further help after the hearing (for example, advice or for another hearing), you will
need to speak to Advocate again (further help might be, for example, detailed advice or an
appearance at another hearing). At least 3 weeks’ notice is normally required for such
further assistance, and there is no promise that it will be available.
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